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of war were sent to Berlin via the Swiss Legation, so why
should not a complete list of the refugees be sent as well?
This report, which has not been denied, indicates the
mentality of certain officials in positions of responsibility ;
and while such a mentality exists in the Home Office or
the War Office, it is totally impossible to consider seriously
any plans for organising illegal warfare in Europe against
the Nazis. In that case, as Michael Foot asked in a brilliant
article in the Evening Standard, "Why not intern General de
Gaulle?" The Whitehall routineers have only one reply,
that General de Gaulle is a General, whereas most of
the illegal anti-Nazi fighters are Trade Unionists and
Socialists and therefore unreliable. But even the bravest
general cannot win a war without an army.
I am not concerned in this book with the humanitarian
aspect of the Government's refugee policy, but with its
influence on our war strategy. We have seen that we can
only win this war by a European revolution, and that
in this war we must rely, not on an alliance with European
states, but on the co-operation of the European peoples.
The Governments that now survive under Hitler's domin-
ation in Europe to-day must oppose us. Our victory will
mean their final eclipse. We must find means of co-operating
with the oppressed peoples. We shall not win without their
help.
By his persecution of German and Austrian democrats,
Hitler had himself provided us with an organ of revolu-
tion. He had sifted the grain from the chaff and kept the
chaff inside the Third Reich. Only the fanatical Democrat
and Socialist had gone into political exile with the Jewish
^victims of racial persecution. Here, in this country, we
had ready to hand the nucleus of a General Staff of Euro-
pean revolution, men and women who knew by long
years of illegal work the sort of propaganda that the workers
will respond to, the methods of outmanoeuvring the
Gestapo, and the contacts necessary to permeate the state
machine. It is these men and women who have been